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R e g i o n a l  M e e t i n g  A g e n d a  
Agenda 
AM: Tenure Team Initiative 
PM: The Curriculum Project 

8:30 - 9:00 Bronfman Center for Jewish Student Life, fifth floor 

7 East 10th Street, between Fifth Avenue and University Place  

 

Registration/Continental Breakfast 

9:00 - 9:15 Welcome from Randy Martin and Greetings from Sara Ogger, Executive Director and Jane McNamara, Director of 

Grants and Programs -  The New York Council for the Humanities ( http://www.nyhumanities.org/) 

9:15 - 10:30 Engaging the Tenure Report: Voices in Response 

Moderator: Timothy K. Eatman, Imagining America Director for Research, Syracuse University 

Panel: 

 Lena Sze - Doctoral Candidate- New York University  
 Mary Lo Re, Associate Professor of Finance - Wagner College  
 Troy Richards - Assistant Professor of Art - University of Delaware  

10:30 - 10:45 Break following organization of concurrent thematic working groups. 

Timothy K. Eatman 

10:45 - 12:00 Working Groups 

Facilitator Theme Scribe 

Nina Felshin Scholarship in Public: Broadening the definition, 

making the case 
  

  Charge Members Outcomes   

Jack Tchen Early Career Faculty and the nontraditional academic: 

Mediating relationships among faculty members, 

campus units, and public engagement 
  

  Charge Members Outcomes   

Richard 

Greenwald 
Deans, chairs and directors: Supporting mid-level 

academic leaders 
  

  Charge Members Outcomes   

 

12:00 - 12:45 Lunch - Greetings and reflections from Imagining America Director, Jan Cohen-Cruz 

12:45 - 1:00 Report back 

http://www.nyhumanities.org/
http://www.asianartsinitiative-livingarchives.org/interviews/10-lena-sze.html
http://imaginingamerica.org/TTI/RegionalMeetingDocs/DNY/Mary%20Lo%20Re%20Bio.pdf
http://imaginingamerica.org/TTI/RegionalMeetingDocs/DNY/Working%20Groups/Working%20Group%20Charge%20SiP.pdf
http://imaginingamerica.org/TTI/RegionalMeetingDocs/DNY/Working%20Groups/Working%20Group%20ChargeNTA-AoC.pdf
http://imaginingamerica.org/TTI/RegionalMeetingDocs/DNY/Working%20Groups/Working%20Group%20Charge%20DCD.pdf
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1:15 - 2:15 Tisch Dean's Conference Room , Twelfth floor 

721 Broadway, between Waverly Place and Washington Place 
The Curriculum Project 

Panel discussion, featuring one faculty, one student, and one community partner responding to the Curriculum Project 

report, downloadable from the Curriculum Project website. Followed by general discussion of challenges and 

opportunities in engaged curriculum and each person sharing a burning question they have about such work. In 

preparation, read either the whole report or the 7 page Overview. 

2:15 - 3:15 Three small breakout groups will concurrently cover the following topics: 

 Share courses and projects with public scholarship components involving students at each campus.  
 Troubleshoot syllabi/ program descriptions which participants will have brought with them.  
 Discuss ways to support community partners through this economic downturn.  

3:15 - 4:00 Report back to the whole group. The scribes from the previous session will sum up the key ideas. We'll talk about 

what we most need as next steps in both The Curriculum Project and the Tenure Team Initiative. At the very end, 

we'll fill out brief evaluations.  

 

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  I n s t i t u t i o n s  

Participating Institutions * Team Leaders (e-mail) 

New York University (HOST-IA/CC) tba 

Drew University(NJ) (IA) Richard Greenwald 

St. Johns University(NY) (CC) tba 

St. Lawrence University(NY) (CC) tba 

SUNY Stony Brook(NY)(IA/CC) tba 

University of Delaware (IA/CC) tba 

Wagner College(NY) (IA/CC) Mary Lo Re 

Wesleyan University(CT) (IA/CC) tba 

 

 

 

http://curriculumproject.net/
http://imaginingamerica.org/TTI/RegionalMeetingDocs/MWI/Curriculum%20Project%20Overview%20final.pdf
mailto:rgreenwa@drew.edu
http://imaginingamerica.org/TTI/RegionalMeetingDocs/DNY/University%20of%20Delaware.pdf
http://imaginingamerica.org/TTI/RegionalMeetingDocs/DNY/Wagner2.pdf
mailto:mlore@wagner.edu
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C o - C h a i r s  
 

 

 
Nancy Cantor 

Chancellor and President 

Syracuse University 

Phone: 315-443-2235 
E-mail: ncantor@syr.edu 
 

Nancy Cantor is the 11th Chancellor and President of Syracuse University, as well as Distinguished Professor of Psychology and 
Women's Studies in the College of Arts and Sciences.   

A native New Yorker, Dr. Cantor came to Syracuse from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where she was chancellor. 
She has held a variety of administrative positions encompassing all aspects of a research university--from chair of the Department of 
Psychology at Princeton to dean of the graduate school and then provost and executive vice president for academic affairs at the 
University of Michigan. She received her A.B. in 1974 from Sarah Lawrence College and her Ph.D. in psychology in 1978 from Stanford 
University.   

Dr. Cantor is recognized for her scholarly contributions to the understanding of how individuals perceive and think about their social 
worlds, pursue personal goals, and how they regulate their behavior to adapt to life's most challenging social environments. She is 
co-author or co-editor of three books and author or co-author of numerous book chapters and scientific journal articles. She has 
been an advocate for racial justice and for diversity in higher education, and she has written and lectured widely on these subjects. 
At the University of Michigan she was closely involved in the university's defense of affirmative action in the cases Grutter and Gratz, 
decided by the Supreme Court in 2003. Cantor has also lectured and written extensively on liberal education and the creative 
campus.  
 

 

 
Steven D. Lavine 

President 

California Institute of the Arts 

Phone: 661-253-7820 
E-mail: slavine@muse.calarts.edu 
 

Steven D. Lavine has been president of CalArts since 1988. Under his leadership, CalArts has grown from 850 to 1350 students; its 
endowment has grown from under $20 million to approximately $120 million; the Roy and Edna Disney CalArts Theater (REDCAT) 
opened as CalArts Downtown Center for Innovative Visual, Performing and Media Arts; and new centers and programs have been 
established including MFA programs in Writing and in Writing for Performance and, most recently, an M.A. in Aesthetics and Politics, 
as well as an interdisciplinary concentration in Integrated Media; the nationally recognized Community Arts Partnership youth 
programs; the Center for Experiments in Art, Information, and Technology; and the professional production arm, the Center for New 
Performance.  
 
He is currently a member of the Board of Directors of national public radio station KCRW, the Villa Aurora, and Idyllwild Arts. In the 
past he has served in Board and advisory roles to a number of institutions including the Los Angeles Philharmonic Association, Public 
Broadcasting Station KCET, the American Council on Education, and Arts International. He has co-edited, with Ivan Karp, the 
collections Exhibiting Cultures: The Poetics and Politics of Museum Display and Museums and Communities: The Politics of Public 
Culture.  
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T T I  C o - P r i n c i p a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r s  

 

 
Timothy K. Eatman 

Assistant Professor of Higher Education  
Syracuse University 
Director for Research, Imagining America 
Phone: 315-443-8590 
E-mail: tkeatman@syr.edu 

 
Timothy K. Eatman is Assistant Professor of Higher Education at Syracuse University and Director for Research of Imagining America. 
Tim has provided research leadership for the Tenure Team Initiative on Public Scholarship since its inception. Professor Eatman also 
pursues research on students from groups that are traditionally underrepresented in higher education. In this regard his primary 
interests lie in the pipeline to graduate school and the professoriate. Eatman conducts research that examines the relationship 
among institutional policies, programs, and college student development. He earned degrees in Education (B.S.-Pace University, NY 
and M.Ed.–Howard University, D.C.) and a Ph.D. in Educational Policy from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He was a 
Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Michigan’s Center for the Study of Higher and Postsecondary Education, Associate Professor 
of Education at Spring Arbor University, and Associate Director for Research and Policy of the Academic Investment in Math and 
Science Program at Bowling Green State University. Eatman has published in venues including the Journal of Educational Finance, 
Readings on Equal Education, book chapters, and reports. As a member of the leadership team for Brothers of the Academy Research 
Institute, Eatman has worked with scholars from around the nation to promote progressive scholarly interaction and collaboration 
between researchers in academe and community leaders around issues of educational equity. He also serves on the Board of 
Directors of Mt. Pleasant Christian Academy, a private non-profit K-12 school in New York City. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Julie Ellison 

Professor of American Culture 

University of Michigan 

Director Emerita, Imagining America 

Phone: 734-763-1460 
E-mail: jeson@umich.edu 

 
Julie Ellison is Professor of American Culture, English, and Art and Design at the University of Michigan, where she has taught since 
1980. She is also Director Emerita of Imagining America. Professor Ellison is one of the nation’s foremost experts on emergent 
models of public, community-based, and project centered scholarship in the humanities and arts. Ellison has worked with 
collaborators in South Africa since 2003 on the changing relationship between cultural institutions and universities there and on new 
communities of writing. She recently completed a speaking tour of New Zealand universities as a Fulbright Senior Scholar, keynoting 
a national humanities congress. Before IA, Ellison served for four years as Associate Vice President for Research at the University of 
Michigan. She received her B.A. from Harvard in American History and Literature and her Ph.D. in English from Yale. Ellison’s scholarly 
work ranges across the literature and culture of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, with particular emphasis on gender, 
emotion, politics, and genre. Chicago University Press published her third scholarly book, Cato’s Tears and the Making of Anglo-
American Emotion, in 1999. She has published poems in a number of quarterlies and journals. For the last ten years, she has taught a 
series of community-based classes dealing with poetry, as well as seminars on cultural citizenship and the new public scholarship. Her 
current research project focuses on the reframing of the imagination as a democratic condition by Black intellectuals, artists, and 
politicians. 
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C o - c h a i r s  o f  T T I  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  o n  P u b l i c  S c h o l a r s h i p  

  

 
David Scobey 

Professor of Community Partnership 

Bates College 

Co-chairs of TTI Working Group on Public Scholarship 

Phone: 207-786-6202 
E-mail: dscobey@bates.edu 

 
David Scobey is the Donald W. and Ann M. Harward Professor of Community Partnerships and Director of the Harward Center for 
Community Partnerships, Bates College. Until 2005 he was Associate Professor of Architecture in the Taubman College of 
Architecture and Urban Planning and Director of the Arts of Citizenship Program at the University of Michigan. Scobey is the 
author of Empire City: The Making and Meaning of the New York City Landscape (Temple U.P, 2002) and other studies of 19th- 
century U.S. cultural and urban history. At the Harward Center for Community Partnerships, he is charged with leading Bates 
College’s community-engagement initiatives and integrating them into the Bates education. He serves on the National 
Advisory Committee of Project Pericles and chairs the National Advisory Board of Imagining America: Artists and Scholars In 
Public Life. 

 

C o o r d i n a t o r s  

  
Nancy Hechinger 

Professor of Interactive Telecommunications, Tisch School of the Arts 

New York University 

Phone: 212-998-1997 
E-mail: nancy.hechinger@nyu.edu 

 
Nancy Hechinger, currently full-time faculty at NYU’s Interactive Telecommunication Program, has a diverse background in 

education -- including multimedia and film production, the development of interactive museum exhibits, and publishing-- and in 

the strategic uses of information and telecommunication technologies. She was the founding Director of the National Center for 

Science Literacy, Education, and Technology at the American Museum of Natural History in New York. The National Center is an 

education initiative of the Museum established in 1997 to the museum beyond its walls to advance science literacy through the 

development of educational materials, programs, and activities that capture the scientific resources and spirit of the Museum, 

makes science more accessible, and promotes the teaching and learning of essential twenty-first-century skills. She was also a 

founding partner of The Edison Project, a private company that manages public schools using a comprehensive new school 

design with technology at its core, She was on the Senior Design Team of Apple’s Multimedia Lab, and has been a business-to 

business consultant on education and technology. She began her career as an exhibit developer; some of her major exhibit and 

museum work include: Exhibit Developer for the Silicon Valley Technology Center, The Living History Center of Philadelphia (the 

largest Bicentennial Exhibit), The US Pavilion at Osaka ’70, and several trade show exhibits and films and media for exhibits and 

museums. She was an editor at Human Nature, a magazine about human sciences written for the general public (1977-1979) 

wrote a college level Introductory Psychology textbook in collaboration with Robert Ornstein The Human Experience, published 

by Harcourt Brace, Jovanovich (1981 first edition) and has published several articles on science in popular science and education 

magazines such as Human Nature, Science 80, the magazine of the AAS, THE Journal. Currently, she is an adjunct professor at 

New York University’s Interactive Telecommunications Program where she teaches a graduate seminar on innovative uses of 

technology in museums and thesis seminars. Ms. Hechinger has lectured widely at schools and to education and public-policy 

groups about the potential of technology to enhance education and inspire children to learn, and participated in many of the 

seminal national conferences on education and technology; including, the Department of Education, NSF, Office of Technology 

Assessment, and The Getty Museum.  She sits on the Advisory Committee of the Women’s Rights Division of Human Rights 

Watch, and is a board member of Words Without Borders, an online magazine of literature in translation. She received her B.A. 

in 1969 from Sarah Lawrence College. 

mailto:nancy.hechinger@nyu.edu
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Jill Lane 

Assistant Professor of Spanish and Portuguese 

New York University 

Phone: 212-998-7652 
E-mail: jill.lane@nyu.edu 

 
Jill Lane is Assistant Professor of Spanish and Portuguese at New York University, where she teaches courses on performance in 
the Americas, in relation to the histories of colonialism, neocolonialism, and globalization. Her book, Blackface Cuba, 1840-1898 
(University of Pennsylvania Press, 2005; winner of the 2006 Erroll Hill award from the American Society of Theatre Research) 
examines racial impersonation, national desire, and anticolonial sentiment in Cuba. She is presently editing an anthology on Latin 
American performance with Routledge and was co-editor with Peggy Phelan of The Ends of Performance (New York University 
Press, 1998). She serves on the editorial boards of e-misférica, Women and Performance, and the Journal of American Drama 
and Theatre. She previously taught in Comparative Studies at Ohio State University (2000-2003) and in Theatre and American 
Studies at Yale University (2003–2006). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  
Mary L. Lo Re 

Associate Professor of Finance in the Department of Business Administration 
Wagner College  
Phone: 718-420-4127 
E-mail: mlore@wagner.edu 
 

 
 
Dr. Mary L. Lo Re is an Associate Professor of Finance in the Department of Business Administration at Wagner College where she 
teaches statistical modeling, and varied economics, and finance courses at the undergraduate and graduate—MBA, Accelerated 
and Executive MBA—levels.  She has served in the capacity as Director of the MBA programs; Director of Assessment, and on 
numerous college-wide committees including the Faculty Personnel Committee on Tenure & Promotion.  Dr. Lo Re obtained her 
Ph.D. in Economics from the City University of New York Graduate Center with fields of specialization in Monetary Theories & 
Policies and International Trade.  To her credit, she has presented many papers at conferences on the European Union; she has 
published in the area of economic convergence, writing across the curriculum, and civic engagement; she has written and 
obtained several external and internal, college-wide and course-specific grants; and she has had numerous newspaper mentions 
in her work with the community and student involvement in the areas of finance and economics.  Prior to academia, Dr. Lo Re 
obtained 17 years of practical business experience— including 5 years of upper management/executive experience and 9 years of 
computer technology. 

mailto:jill.lane@nyu.edu
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P a r t i c i p a n t s  

 
Randy Martin 
Professor of Art and Public Policy, Tisch School of the Arts 

New York University 

Phone: 212-992-8243 
E-mail: randy.martin@nyu.edu 

 
Bill Murphy 

Associate Professor of Art 
Wagner College 
Phone: 718- 390-3152 
E-mail: bmurphy@wagner.edu 

 

Randy Martin is professor of art and public policy and 

director of the graduate program in arts politics. He is the 

author of Performance as Political Act: The Embodied Self; 

Socialist Ensembles:Theater and State in Cuba and 

Nicaragua; Critical Moves: Dance Studies in Theory and 

Politics; On Your Marx: Relinking Socialism and the Left; 

Financialization of Daily Life; and Empire of Indifference: 

American War and the Financial Logic of Risk Management. 

He has edited collections on U.S. Communism, sport and 

academic labor and, most recently, Artistic Citizenship: A 

Public Voice for the Arts (with Mary Schmidt Campbell) and 

The Returns of Alwin Nikolais: Bodies, Boundaries, and the 

Dance Canon (with Claudia Gitelman). Dr. Martin holds 

degrees in sociology from the University of California, 

Berkeley, the University of Wisconsin, Madison, and the City 

University of New York. He has studied, taught, and 

performed in dance, theater, and clowning in the United 

States and abroad. Previously, he served as professor and 

chair of social science at Pratt Institute, associate dean of 

faculty at Tisch School of the Arts, and as an editor of the 

journal Social Text. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bill Murphy was born on Staten Island, New York, in 1952. He 

attended public school there, and later Brooklyn College, the 

School of Visual Arts (BFA), The Art Students League, and 

Vermont College (MFA).  

At the School of Visual Arts he studied with, among others, Jim 

Kearns, Herb Katzman, Marshall Arisman, Louise Bourgoise and 

the illustrator Robert Weaver. Murphy was recently voted "Best 

Staten Island Visual Artist" in the Staten Island Advance's Reader 

Poll. He has won numerous grants, including two original Work 

grants from the Council on the Arts and Humanities for Staten 

island. His work has been reviewed or seen in the following 

publications: The New York Times, American Artist magazine, The 

American Arts Quarterly, (periodicals); Irish Staten Island (book), 

Impressions of New York (book published by N.Y. Historical 

Society). Bill Murphy's work is included in the following 

collections: The British Museum, The Brooklyn Musuem, The New 

York Public Library, The Staten Island Institute of Arts and 

Sciences, The Parkersburgh Arts Center (West Virginia), The 

Newark Public Library, The New York Transit Museum, 

Westinghouse Corporation, Nassau Community College (Long 

Island, New York), The Denver Art Museum, Hofstra University 

and the New York Historical Society. He has taught at Wagner 

College on Staten Island, New York since 1984, and is currently an 

Associate Professor of Art. He served for 5 1/2 years as Chair of 

the Art Dept. 
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Lorie Novak 
Professor of Photography and Imaging, Tisch School of the 
Arts 
New York University 
Phone: 212-998-1937 
E-mail: lorie.novak@nyu.edu 

 

 
Rosemary Quinn 
Assistant Professor of Art, Tisch School of the Arts 
New York University 
Phone: 212-998-1563 
E-mail: rquinn@nyu.edu 

 

 
Lorie Novak’s photographs, installations, and internet 
projects have been in numerous exhibitions including solo 
exhibitions at ArtSway, Hampshire, England; The 
International Center for Photography, NY; Center for Creative 
Photography, Tucson, AZ; The Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Chicago; the Houston Center for Photography; Breda 
Fotografica, the Netherlands; Jayne Baum Gallery, NY; 
University Art Museum, Cal. State Univ. Long Beach; Addison 
Gallery, Andover, MA; Stanford University Art Museum. Her 
work has been in group exhibitions at the Museum of 
Modern Art, NY; The Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 
D.C.; National Museum of American Art, Washington, DC; Art 
Institute of Chicago; and The Southeast Museum of 
Photography, Daytona Beach, FL; among others. She has 
been the recipient of a National Endowment for the Arts 
Fellowship, a New York Foundation for the Arts Fellowship, a 
Louis Comfort Tiffany Foundation Grant, and residencies at 
the Rockefeller Foundation's Bellagio Center (Italy), ArtSway 
(England), Mac Dowell Colony, Yaddo, and the Djerassi 
Foundation. Her photographs are in numerous permanent 
collections including the Art Institute of Chicago; 
Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris; Fogg Art Museum, Cambridge; 
George Eastman House, Rochester, New York; Museum of 
Fine Arts, Houston; Museum of Modern Art, NY; San 
Francisco Museum of Modern Art; and the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, London. Novak is Professor of Photography 
and Imaging at Tisch School of the Arts, New York University. 
She was Chair of the Department 1999-2006. She initiated 
and now co-directs a community collaboration program in 
the Photography and Imaging Department. Born in Los 
Angeles, Novak received a B.A. in Art from Stanford 
University and a MFA from the School of The Art Institute of 
Chicago. She resides in Brooklyn, New York. 
 

 
Rosemary Quinn has lived in New York City for over twenty years, 
working as an actress, director, teacher, arts administrator and 
producer. She originated roles in numerous experimental theater 
productions, working with Mabou Mines, The Talking Band, The 
Other Theater and The Roy Hart Theatre. She frequently 
collaborated with the director Joseph Chaikin and has performed 
in a number of Jean-Claude van Itallie’s plays including Sunset 
Freeway, which was written for her. Rosemary has studied the 
voice work of The Roy Hart Theatre since 1983 and teaches and 
directs at their center in the south of France in the summers. She 
has guest taught at Hampshire, Naropa, Princeton and Williams 
Colleges. Rosemary is also the director of the Tisch High School 
Summer Acting Program in Paris, France. She earned her B.A. at 
Hampshire College. 

 

 

http://www.nyu.edu/tisch/photo
http://www.nyu.edu/tisch/photo
http://www.nyu.edu/tisch/photo
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NAME 

 
Chris Chan Roberson 
Associate Professor of Film and Television, 
Tisch School of the Arts 
New York University 
Phone: 212-992-8466 
E-mail: thefastestprofessoralive@nyu.edu 

 

 
NAME 

 
Felicia J. Ruff 
Chair of the Department of Theater and 
Speech 
Wagner College 
Phone: 718-420-4036 
E-mail: fruff@wagner.edu 

 

 

Chris Chan Roberson is the Co-Founder of Etc... Experimental 
troupe comedy.  He's been with the troupe ever since it was 
created in the Fall of 1998 and has served over the years as a 
writer, performer, director, and producer. Etc... has participated 
in the New York Fringe Festival two years in a row, with 
Apocalypse! Book One in 2004 and The Magnificent Hour in 2005.  
Besides a monthly sketch show, etc... Produces web-based 
content such as myPod, Law & Order: etc... And The Party. Chris 
also works as an editor with Robert Small Entertainment, and has 
worked on Comedy Central's Stand Up Nation with Greg Giraldo 
and TV Land's Top 10 series. Independently, Chris' short films have 
screened locally as well as on the West Coast and have won 
numerous awards.  His short film The Fraymaker was a winner of 
the Pioneer Film Slam 2001, an official selection in the Freight 
Film Festival 2002, and the New York Independent International 
Film Festival 2002.  His follow up film, The Indestructible Brothers, 
was an official selection at the Arlene's Grocery Film Festival 2003, 
screened at the Godzookie Arts Festival 2003, and was a 
Screener's Club Selection 2004. 

 
 

 

Dr. Felicia J. Ruff received her Ph.D. in Theatre History from the 
Graduate Center of CUNY.  She is a 2007 recipient of a NEH 
summer seminar “The Oscar Wilde Archive” held at UCLA’s 
Clark Library.  Other recent scholarly endeavors include a book 
chapter titled “The Laugh Factory?  Humo and Horror at Le 
Théâtre du Grand-Guignol” in Theatre Symposium:  Comedy 
Tonight published by University of Alabama Press, performance 
reviews of Pygmalion and Some Men  in Theatre Journal, and 
biographical entries of Irving Berlin, Cole Porter, Leonard 
Bernstein, and Stephen Sondheim for the Encyclopedia of 
Broadway and American Culture, Greenwood Press, to be 
published in 2009.  She serves as an elected member of the 
Academic Policy Committee and Chair of the Department of 
Theatre and Speech at Wagner College.  She has extensive 
production experience, including opening the Center for the 
Arts at the College of Staten Island, where she worked with 
many artists of international renown. Other recent production 
activities include directing Wagner’s Stage One production of 
The Shape of Things and producing Wagner’s participation in 
Suzan-Lori Parks’ 365Plays/365Days. 
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Name 
 

John Kuo Wei Tchen  
Professor and Vice Provost for 
Globalization and Multicultural Affairs 
New York University 
Phone: 212-998-3695 
E-mail: jack.tchen@nyu.edu 

 

 
Name 

 

Natalie R Olczak 
New York University 
Phone:  

E-mail: nro203@nyu.edu 

 

 
B.A. 1973, Wisconsin (Madison); M.A. 1987, Ph.D. 1992, New 
York  
John Kuo Wei Tchen is a historian and cultural activist. Since 
1975, he has been studying interethnic and interracial relations of 
Asians and Americans, helping to build cultural organizations, and 
exploring how inquiry in the humanities and society can help 
deepen the quality of public life and policy. His teaching and 
research interests include cross-cultural and community studies; 
New York City history; Asians in the Americas; race, colonialism, 
and museums; dialogic theory; and radical pedagogy. Professor 
Tchen is currently the founding director of the A/P/A 
(Asian/Pacific/American) Studies Program and Institute at New 
York University. Before coming to NYU, he was director of the 
Asian/American Center at Queens College of the City University 
of New York, an associate professor in the Department of Urban 
Studies at Queens College, and a member of the Ph.D. faculty in 
sociology at the Graduate Center (CUNY). His most recent book, 
New York Before Chinatown (1999), is about orientalism and the 
formation of American identity in 19th-century New York City. He 
has also authored Genthe's Photographs of San Francisco's Old 
Chinatown (1984), which won an American Book Award (Before 
Columbus Foundation). In 1980, he cofounded the Museum of 
Chinese in the Americas (New York City), and he works on a range 
of exhibits, films, radio, and other public humanities projects. In 
1991, he was awarded the Charles S. Frankel Prize from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, and in 1993, he 
received the City of New York Mayor's Award of Honor for Arts 
and Culture. In 1999, he was named one of the "A 100 List" for A 
magazine's list of the 100 most influential Asian Americans in the 
past decade. 

 
Natalie is Photography and Imaging major at NYU Tisch School of 
the Arts. She has facilitated photo workshops with high school 
students and is currently leading an after school photography 
club for middle-schoolers in Washington Heights. She is also an 
intern in ICP's Community Programs. As an America Reads 
classroom tutor and assistant, she has also worked in 
elementary schools. Natalie has recently been accepted to Teach 
for America. Her interest is equally divided between art and 
academic education. 
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Name 
 

Dana Edell 
Executive Director, viBe Theatre 
New York University 

Phone: 917-647-0326 
E-mail: dana@viBeTheater.org 

 

 
Name 

 

Sonia BasSheva Mañjon 
Vice-President, Diversity and Strategic 
Partnerships 
Wesleyan University 

Phone:  860-685-3927 

E-mail:  smanjon@wesleyan.edu 

 

 
Dana has been working in the field of community-based 
performance for more than ten years. She's the executive 
director of viBe Theater Experience, a nonprofit organization she 
co-founded in 2002 that empowers teenage girls in New York City 
to write, perform, publish and record original theater & music. 
She is also a doctoral student in educational theater at NYU and 
teaches "theater for social change" courses at Manhattan 
Marymount college and through bard college at the Bayview 
Women's Prison. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sonia was an advisor to The Curriculum Project research team. 
She is Vice-President for Diversity and Strategic Partnerships at 
Wesleyan University in Middletown, Connecticut. She has more 
than 20 years of experience in higher education and nonprofit 
administration. Until July 2008, Sonia was the executive director 
of the Center for Art and Public Life at California College of the 
Arts. Highlights of her tenure at CCA include the establishment 
of the Community Arts Program, the first BFA program of its kind 
in the United States; the revival of the Subject Matter Art 
(SMART) teaching concentration program; the restructuring of 
the diversity studies curriculum and leadership of the Campus 
Diversity Initiative; creation of the Visiting Artists and Scholars 
program; direction of 100 Families Oakland: Art & Social Change, 
a highly successful community program that engages families in 
art making; and significant fund-raising for CAPL initiatives.  She 
is charged with enhancing Wesleyan’s outreach and 
engagement with the greater Middletown community and 
serves as Wesleyan's affirmative action officer and director of 
the Office of Affirmative Action. 

mailto:dana@viBeTheater.org
http://center.cca.edu/
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Name 
 
Chris Ceraso 

Associate Professor 
Drew University 
Phone: 973- 408-3326 
E-mail: cceraso@drew.edu 

 
Name 

 
Evette Hornsby-Minor 
Assistant Professor 
St. Lawrence University 
Phone: 312-229-5238 
E-mail:  ehornsby@stlawu.edu  

 
Chris Ceraso is an actor and a playwright. He has acted in 
premieres of work by such prominent writers as John Guare, 
David Mamet, Joyce Carol Oates, Lanford Wilson, Romulus 
Linney, Arthur Giron and Christopher Durang, among many 
others. He has also appeared on TV (several appearances “Law 
and Order) and in independent films. Regional work has included 
classic and modern classic plays by Shakespeare, Moliere, and 
Tennessee Williams. He is a long-time member of New York’s 
renowned Ensemble Studio Theatre (E.S.T.). As a playwright, he 
has been produced off-broadway and regionally, and has been 
published by Samuel French and plays For Living. He has also had 
work produced for feature film, radio and TV. 

 
Evette Hornsby-Minor comes to St. Lawrence as Assistant 
Professor in Gender Studies from a visiting stint at University of 
Minnesota and visiting at SLU. Dr. Hornsby-Minor earned her 
Ph.D. in Education from Claremont University in 2004. Dr. 
Hornsby-Minor's research focus is Black Women/mothers and 
ethnographic performance. She will be teaching introductory 
courses as well as upper division courses-- Women and the arts 
and Masculinity. 
 

 

Name 
 
Jane McNamara 

Director of Grants and Programs 
New York Council for the Humanities 
Phone:  212-233-1131 
E-mail:  jmcnamara@nyhumanities.org 
 

 
Name 

 

Janis Astor Del Valle 
Artistic Director, Green Streets Art 
Center 
Wesleyan University 
Phone:  860-685-7871 
E-mail:  jastor@wesleyan.edu 
 

 
Jane McNamara is Director of Grants & Programs at the New York 

Council for the Humanities. Prior to joining the Council she was 

Director of Education at the Los Angeles Conservancy, the largest 

local preservation organization in the county. She has also held 

positions at the New York Public Library, the Tenement Museum, 

and the Museum of the City of New York. In 2007 she was a 

Visiting Assistant Professor at Pratt's Graduate Program in Historic 

Preservation, where she developed at taught a course on public 

history for preservationists. She has a BA from the University of 

Chicago and an MA in American History from NYU. 

 

 
Janis is an award-winning writer, filmmaker and teaching artist. 
In addition, she has worked as a youth development specialist 
for A.C.T.I.O.N (Activists Coming to Inform Our Neighborhood) 
at The Point, a community cultural center in the South Bronx. 
At The Point, she developed a variety of arts and media-based 
initiatives designed to promote social change, including a full-
length play and two short films that featured A.C.T.I.O.N 
members. She also spent four years working for New York 
University's Center Arts Team (CAT), an educational theater 
that specializes in conflict resolution through drama and 
embraces the basic tenets of Augusto Boal's Theatre of the 
Oppressed. Del Valle holds an MFA in film from Columbia 
University, and a BA in theater from Maymount Manhattan 
College. She most recently worked as the grants manager for 
the Lower Manhattan Cultural Council's Grants and Services 
Division in New York City. 

tel:9734083326
mailto:ehornsby@stlawu.edu
mailto:%20jmcnamara@nyhumanities.org
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Name 
Sara Ogger 
Executive Director 
New York Council for the Humanities 
Phone:  212-233-1131 
E-mail:  jmcnamara@nyhumanities.org 
 

 
 Name  

Katja P. Kolcio 
Associate Professor of Dance 
Wesleyan University 
Phone:  860.685.3329 
E-mail:  kkolcio@wesleyan.edu 

Sara Ogger was named Executive Director of the New York Council 

for the Humanities in 2007.  Before joining the Council in 2002 as 

Grants Officer, she was a Visiting Professor of German at Montclair 

State University.  She holds a Ph.D. from Princeton University and a 

B.A. from Bryn Mawr College.  She and her husband, an architect, 

live in Lower Manhattan and are new-ish parents.     

 
 
 
 

Katja Kolcio is Assistant Professor of Dance at Wesleyan 
University. Her research is in social somatic theory, 
investigating the role of somatic creative experience in 
practices of knowledge production, namely pedagogy, research 
methodology, and technology. Katja's publications include 
Branching Out: Oral Histories of the Founding of Six National 
Dance Organizations (2000, American Dance Guild, nominated 
for the De La Torre Bueno Prize), An Alternate Destination for 
Dance (2007, Dance Research Journal, forthcoming), A Somatic 
Engagement of Technology (2005, International Journal for 
Performance Art and Digital Media), and reviews in the Dance 
Research Journal and the New England Theater Journal. She is 
currently working on a book titled Movable Pillars Creating a 
Foundation for Dance Studies in the Academy, 1956-1978.  
She received her PhD in Somatics/Cultural Studies and her MA 
in Dance from Ohio State University and her MA in Political 
Science from University of Georgia. 

 

Name 
 
 

Jonathan Levin 
Dean of College of Arts and Sciences 
Drew University 
Phone: 973-408-3495 
E-mail: jlevin@drew.edu 

  

 
 Jonathan Levin is the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts at Drew 
University. Dr. Levin has a distinguished record as a teacher, 
scholar and administrator. He came to Drew from Purchase College 
SUNY, where he was dean of humanities and professor of 
literature and culture. He received his bachelor’s degree in English 
and French from the University of Michigan, his master’s degree in 
English from UCLA, and his doctoral degree in English from Rutgers 
University. 

 

mailto:%20jmcnamara@nyhumanities.org
tel:9734083495
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The Whole Figure Eight Let me draw you a ñword pictureò to illustrate what is wrong with 

scholarly reward systems and where we need to go.  

Picture a figure eight: a flattened figure eight, turned on its side. The left-side loop represents a scholarly 

community of practiceðthe academic fieldðwith its own questions, debates, validation procedures, communication 

practices, and so on. The right-side loop represents scholarly work with the publicðwith community partners, in 

collaborative problem-solving groups, through projects that connect knowledge with choices and action.  

Our problem is that scholarly practice is organized to draw faculty members only into the left-side loop. The 

reward system, the incentive system, our communication practicesðall are connected with the left side only. Work 

within the right-side loop is discouraged, sometimes quite vigorously. 

Our challenge, then, is to revamp the terrain so that the reward system supports the entire figure eight, and 

especially scholarly movement back and forth between the two loops in the larger figure. Left-loop work ought to be 

informed and enriched by work in the right-side loop, and vice versa. Travel back and forth should be both expected 
and rewarded. This is what our project is trying to achieve. But I doubt I will live to see (laughs) the triumph of this 

transformative effort. 

 (Carol Geary Schneider, President of the Association of American Colleges and Universities) 

 

 

Imagining America 

203 Tolley Building, Syracuse University, Syracuse NY 13244  Phone: 315-443-8590 

www.imaginingamerica.org 

 


