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spent two gap years in New Zealand and Australia. After that, | went Back to
hina (where 'was born and raised) and became a music teacher and
taught in an elementary school and a middle school.
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STUDY PEOPLE LIVING WITH DEMENTIA BY USING PERSON-CENTERED Then | went back to school for a master’s degree in music in Hong Kong.
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dementia. You might ask me, “Why dementia? Why not other diseases?”
The reason | chose dementia was because of my grandmother, who spent
a lot of time with me when | was a child, and we eventually developed a very
_ S : : deep relationship. Unfo_r‘t_unate_![)éshe suffered from demeéntia and passed
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academia. | was very lucky to connect with my amazing advisor, Dr. Jennie
Gubner, who inspired me to do ethnographic research. That's why | ended

g ¥ up in the States and doing my PhD degree.
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I explored the vibrant community of the Tucson
Barbershop eXperience chorus through the
personal stories of twwo members, Robert
Standfast and Frank Hartline. Combining music,
aging, and community service, this project

offered a heartfelt glimpse into how barbershop
singing enriches lives, fosters friendships, and

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO STUDY DEMENTIA?

00

Echoes of Memories: Collaborative
Storytelling through Person-Centered
Music and Virtual Reality with Older

Adults Living with Dementia (202460 Foegsibility of a Virtual Reality
T | i Red Loneli d

Sl N e gl e 55 MILLION PEOPLE

Black Church Members (2024) 00 cunnE"TLv L,v,"ﬁ w,""

——

@ What’s Next? = :
i s i R o o—— THIS NUHBER MIGHT
e ncoumter hraugh REACH 139 MILLION BY
‘ disimely) Celiie el Eogy 00 [ Virtual Reality and Personalized znsn
Music (2022)
(@ S0 FAR, THERE IS NO
0O f CURE FOR DEMENTIA
O TREATMENTS EXIST THAT CAN HELP
‘ To complement the current research methods in dementia care, such "l‘,ffﬁ-ty%F’{';;E"#HAE,#”DWE%-‘,'-VE
as Reminiscence Therapy, Music & Memory®, Creative Care, and g"". OR REVERSE THE
‘ Positive Apﬁroach, the larger significance of my work lies in adding a « PROGRESSION OF THE DISEASE
layer of technology that provides a more immersive, personalized, and
. multisensory experience, ensuring that individuals living with dementia
Can aCtIyely ar ICIpa:te In Shaplng thelr Own Ca.re experler]c,e' Whlle 23&?2;?;&@statistics.Alzheimer’s Disease International (ADI). (n.d.).
‘ conventional dementia care approaches often involve individuals as il sl org bt el fcis-eaidementrsiat s
recipients of practice and observation, my work repositions them as Nl g e e e
‘ act|ye g:rea.tors and Co||ab0.rators in the care |V|ng'process_. By CoO- cza:ztigi,rAédeﬁlzeozo). Creative care: A revolutionary approach to dementia and elder
d@SIgnlng |mmerS|Ve eXperlenceS that Cater. 0 thelr memOrleS.and Butlér, R.pN.(196;1).The Life Review: An Interpretation of reminiscence in the aged.
‘ preferences, my research offers a compassionate and innovative e (o o s e P et e e
mOdelthat Can be ada ted for CareglVIn Ir] .a.varlety Of Settlngs' dement,i'a’through a}pplied ethnomusicologyand experientialfilmmakipg. Yearbook
‘ including adult day clubs, memory care facilities, and home care S G U T e e P s s
contexts. CREATED BY GABBY ZHIYU WEN | bementacare.posiive approch LLC. o
orld Heal rganization. (n.d.). Dementia. World Health Organization.
11/ 3 /2 0 24 https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/dementia




